
Reading Journal:  Reading Response Journal – RRJ 
Scoring rubric for the student's weekly reading responses. 

  LEVEL 4         LEVEL 3  LEVEL 2  LEVEL 1  

Completion: 
Each journal 
entry has at least 
5 or more 
sentences.  
 

 
Each journal entry is 
completed with a 
paragraph of 5 
complete sentences or 
more.  

 Your book’s title 
is identified and 
underlined 

 The Author is 
included 

 

 
 Some journal entries 

have less than 5 
complete sentences 
in a paragraph.  

 

 Your book’s title 
is identified  

 The Author is not 
included 

 

 
 Some journal entries 

have 3 complete 
sentences or less.  

 

 Your book’s title is 
not identified  

 The Author is not 
included 

 

 
 Some journal 

responses have not 
been completed at 
all.  

 
 
 

 

Response 
Quality: 
  
Responses are 
fully developed 
and on topic 
using support 
from the text.  

Responses include: 

 Fully developed 
thoughts 

 Remaining strongly 
on-topic using 
specific details from 
text     

 Quotes from the 
text are used to cite 
evidence and 
support thinking 

Responses include: 

 Acceptably 
developed thoughts 

 Remaining on-topic 
for the most part 
with some supporting 
details from the text 
to cite evidence and 
support thinking  

Responses are: 

 Underdeveloped 
and/or do not remain 
on-topic 

 Lacking details and 
support from the text 

 

Responses are: 

 Critically 
underdeveloped 
and details from 
the text are not 
used to support 
thinking 

 

 

         A    B         C           D           F 

8 pts. = 100%      6 pts. = 89%  4 pts. = 78%       3 pts. = 68%   1 pt. = 59% 

7 pts. = 94%   5 pts. = 84%      2 pts. = 64%   0 pts. = 54% 
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